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Abstract

Ivan Daskalov [1933—-2004] was a friend who will be missed by many. Neither the quality of a man
nor the concept of a friendship can be defined with words. We may only say that both will be

missed.

Friendship is a unique human relationship. It is a mutual
freely consensual activity between two people. Each
friendship is different and inexplicable, and based on its
own particulars. When you lose a friend, you lose some-
thing special, you lose a part of yourself. But that friend-
ship is not really lost if you pass it on to others.

Ivan Daskalov was my friend. He had been ill for a while,
so his death was not completely unexpected. Yet I cannot
but feel that he should have been here longer. People
involved in health care often somehow feel that their
work in trying to conquer nature's ineluctable passage
gives them and their loved ones immunity from the inev-
itable fate of us all. After all, that is one reason that many
of us became biomedical engineers to begin with.

I met Ivan some 15 years ago at an [IEEE/EMBS conference.
(In truth, Tam not sure just how long ago it was.) He made
some very gentle comment about my presentation, and
we talked for a while. That was the only time that I actu-
ally met him in person, and my first impression, which
was only reinforced as I came to know him better, was that
he was a true gentleman. Over the years we communi-
cated by mail and then mostly by e-mail. Our correspond-
ence covered many topics, but mostly was about the joys
and tribulations of life. Our views meshed almost per-
fectly, despite our growing up in different parts of the

world. Maybe it was because we were close contemporar-
ies in time, and as children saw the world through a great
war.

We exchanged small gifts: I would send him technical
journals and he would reciprocate with cultural artifacts
from Bulgaria. On occasion, I also sent him some literary
magazines He always wanted to improve his English,
which I always told him was quite good and in fact much
better than my Bulgarian. His basic kindness was again
shown as he sent me Bulgarian postage stamps after find-
ing out about a young friend of mine who collects stamps.
Ivan was particularly proud of his country. He recognized
that Bulgaria might be a small country in terms of the
world, but it had an enormous heritage of literary, archi-
tectural, and religious activities. He was particularly proud
that the people of Bulgaria, alone among countries associ-
ated with the Axis Powers of World War II, protected its
Jewish citizens from the barbarities of the Nazis.

When BioMedical Engineering OnLine was started, I knew
that I would need help with both the actual work as well
as a type of emotional support. Ivan was there for me on
both counts. He took on the position of Deputy Editor
and offered the first article that was published. His many
research results have appeared in a wide selection of the
biomedical engineering literature.
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I need not go into the many accomplishments of Ivan's
career as a biomedical engineer. Suffice to say they were
numerous and significant, with many collaborators in
Bulgaria and throughout Europe. Through his many years,
just like all of us, he had his share of disappointments, as
well as a full measure of successes. His sense of humor
helped him through the former, and his humility through
the latter. He particularly delighted in his activities as a
teacher and mentor to young researchers, having experi-
enced such dedicated and concerned professors in his
own younger days. He was appointed the first director of
the Centre for Biomedical Engineering of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences in 1994. His works have been recog-
nized and highly appreciated throughout the biomedical
engineering community, and in 2003 he was elected a Fel-
low of the International Academy for Medical and Biolog-
ical Engineering.

Our loss is small in comparison to that of Ivan's wife, son,
daughter and grandson. We offer them our most pro-
found sympathy. We will all remember him with respect
and affection.

Al Wald

New York

June 2004
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Figure |

Professor Ivan Daskalov and his wife at the Academic Lecture
on the occasion of his 70th Anniversary, where he received
the Order of Marin Drinov.

Figure 2
Presented on February 27, 2004 in The Ceremonial Hall of
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
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